The current Middle East  situation - Myths & Reality

A background briefing by Stanley Laufer and Brenda Katten

The myth has been created in the media, both in the UK and abroad, that the current use of terrorism by the Palestinians is the result of the Israeli “occupation”. Nothing could be further from the truth. Below you wil find many examples of the use by Palestinians/Arabs  of violence/terrorism as an vehicle for achieving their political objectives – namely the expulsion of Jews from their eternal homeland:-

1920s              Jewish settlements on land purchased by  Jews was attacked and the community had to organise their own defence against these attacks.  

 1929                 The Arabs rioted and attacked Jews in Jerusalem, Hebron, Jaffa and Tel-Aviv.  In Hebron over 60 men, women and children were killed and those that survived fled in terror.  In total 133 Jews were  killed and 399 wounded.The violence succeeded, for although the Commission of Enquiry  found the Arabs responsible for the violence, Jewish immigration was drastically restricted.   

1936    
  The Arab revolt began with violent attacks on Jews and their property. and in July 1937 the Peel Commission recommended the Partition of Palestine into two separate states, one Jewish and one Arab with a British controlled corridor from Jaffa to Jerusalem.

FACT The Jews reluctantly accepted this plan. The Arabs rejected it.

Nov 1947       The UN voted in favour of a resolution to partition Palestine which was accepted by the Jews and rejected by the Arabs.

FACT In May 1948,  following the declaration of the State of Israel, 5 Arab countries attacked Israel but, miraculously, Israel survived.   

 1948  - 1967  FACT During this period the Gaza Strip was occupied by Egypt and the West Bank was occupied by Jordan.  Israel suffered attacks from both Egypt and Jordan. At no time during these 19 years did the “Palestinians” call for an independent state in these territories.  

1964

The Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) was formed with the

stated aim “to attain the objective of liquidating Israel” .

FACT This was three years before the so called “occupation” by Israel of the West Bank & Gaza. 

Since 1948 Israel has tried to conclude peace agreements with her neighbours but has met with negative responses time and time again. 

FACT  Following the cease fire agreement with Egypt in 1956 Israel returned the whole of Sinai and the Gaza Strip it had captured during the Sinai campaign in exchange for free navigation to Eilat. Egypt broke the agreement in 1967 by blockading Eilat, moving troops into Sinai thus initiating the Six Day War. Israel won the war, resulting in the acquisition of Sinai and the Gaza Strip.

In 1967 Israel requested Jordan (through the UN and the USA) to stay out of the war with Egypt and Syria – however Jordan attacked Israel resulting in Israel’s capture of the West Bank.

FACT   Israel made it clear after thr Six Day War that it wished to conclude a peace agreement with her neighbours and that “everything is negotiable” and “we are prepared to be unbelievably generous in working out peace terms” The Arab answer was given at the Khartoum Conference on  the 1st September 1967  as the famous "three no's" - “no peace, no negotiations and no recognition of Israel”
Despite this rejection Israel conducted secret negotiations both with King Hussein and local Arabs on the basis of a withdrawal from the West Bank (except for the retention of East Jerusalem and a narrow belt of land along the Jordan river.)  Local Arabs, however, rejected the idea of separating the West Bank from Jordan.  In August 1967  82 West Bank notables signed a manifesto rejecting the attempts to create a Palestinian entity.

FACT: Suicide bombings did not begin when Prime Minister Sharon was elected. They started on 19th October 1995 with the murder of 22 Israeli civilians on a bus in Tel Aviv at the time Yitzhak Rabin was Prime Minister.

FACT They continued after Rabin’s assassination and under Shimon Peres’s premiership - in an 8 day period in March/April 1996  there were 4 suicide bombings  in which 59  Israelis were killed  and these may have contributed to Peres’s defeat and Natanyahu’s election.  Arafat made it clear, by these bombings, that he preferred a hardliner because he is not interested in peace!  

FACT  It is incorrect to blame suicide bombings on Isreli incursions into Palestinian controlled territory as there were none during this period.

FACT  UN Security Council resolution 242 does not require Israel to return to the 1967 borders – it refers to “territories occupied in the recent conflict………and the right to live in peace within secure and recognised boundaries free from acts of force”. The omission of the words “all” or “the”  before “territories” implies (as the USA accepts) a less than full withdrawal – apart from the prerequisite of an agreement on “secure and recognised boundaries.”  A unilateral withdrawal to 1967 borders is clearly misconceived.

FACT  In Dec 2000 President Clinton presented his bridging proposals offering the whole of  Gaza, 97% of the West Bank together with a percentage of Israel proper. and  land bridge between the West Bank and Gaza.  This Prime Minister Barak agreed to as well as recognising the new Palestinian state with half of Jerusalem as its capital and giving the Palestinians control of the Temple Mount.

The answer given by Arafat and the Palestinians was to intensify the Intifada.

