CRISIS IN JUDEA

LESSON SUMMARY
In this session students become olei regel (pilgrims) who are gathering in Jerusalem to celebrate the holiday of Sukkot at the Temple. (If the class session coincides with Sukkot and weather permits, plan to hold this discussion in the Sukkah.) The class will be divided into the seven groups: Sadducees, Pharisees, Essenes, Zealots, Egyptian Jews, Babylonian Jews and Amei Ha’aretz. These represent the cross—Section of Jews gathering to celebrate.

Using the worksheet “Decision in the Sukkah” each group should review the list of “Policy Decisions” provided, to come up with a plan of action it would take. Each group will need 15-20 minutes to prepare its decision. Students should be reminded of the time frame and their task. They must choose a policy, explain why they chose that policy and then predict how the other groups will respond. Students will take into account the political background, the responses of different Jewish communities to Hellenism, the different positions the Jewish sects have for fundamental religious and pragmatic issues, and the relationship of the Jewish groups and communities to Jerusalem. The chart provided will be helpful to students as they develop their policies. Although the gentiles are not represented by a group their reaction to policies should be considered.

When the groups make their policy decisions the class should come together again to discuss their decisions. Each group should briefly present their decision and rationale and what kind of support they expect. Other students should be encouraged to ask questions. It will be helpful for the teacher to record the policy decisions in a chart on the board:
Group/Sect
 Policy Decision
Supporters
 Opposition
 Neutral
Pharisees

If time, a consensus may be reached for one policy toward Roman rule. 


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1THE JUDAEAN CRISIS: WHAT SHOULD WE DO NEXT?

Gathered now in Jerusalem for Sukkot 45 C.E. are representatives of each of the groups in the Jewish world.  While they are olei regel (pilgrims) who have journeyed to Jerusalem for the festival, they, as everyone, are concerned about the future of Judaism and the Jewish people.  As they gather in the Sukkah to celebrate, they are discussing the current crisis.  Each has a unique viewpoint and specific concerns.  Already there have been sporadic riots in the country to protest Roman rule.  There is concern among all groups regarding who will be suitable leaders and how Jewish practices will be continued.  Despite differences all of the pilgrims are committed Jews who felt it was their duty to journey to Jerusalem.  They hope to formulate a plan to handle the current crisis.  Tomorrow, after the festival, they will present their ideas to the leaders of Judean Jewry.  They must come to a decision: How should they respond to the loss of self-rule?  What are the possibilities?  The risks?  Their recommendations?
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POLICY DECISIONS 
HOW SHOULD OUR GROUP RESPOND TO THE LOSS

OF JEWISH AUTONOMY?
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POLICY #1


COOPERATE WITH ROME ONLY WHEN NECESSARY.





IF REQUIRED SERVE IN THE ARMY AND GIVE





INFORMATION TO THE GOVERNMENT.  TRY TO





MAINTAIN OUR JEWISH PRACTICES AND VALUES.


POLICY #2


ACTIVELY SUPPORT THE NON-JEWISH GOVERNMENT





BY PAYING TAXES, SERVING IN THE GOVERNMENT,





PRAYING IN THE TEMPLE FOR ROME’S WELFARE.





PRACTICE JUDAISM WHILE JOINING IN ROMAN





LIFE HERE.


POLICY #3


REFUSE TO RECOGNIZE THE NON-JEWISH





GOVERNMENT.  AVOID PAYING TAXES, SERVING





IN THE ARMY AND GOVERNMENT.  MAINTAIN





AN ISOLATIONIST POSITION.  TRY TO DEVELOP





OUR OWN CULTURE AND RELIGION.

POLICY #4


RESIST ROMAN RULE BY ORGANIZING A





REBELLION TO DRIVE ROME FROM OUR





LAND AND RE-ESTABLISH JEWISH AUTONOMY





IN JUDAEA.

DECISION IN THE SUKKAH
(Worksheet)
Name of your sect: 

We chose policy #

Because:

We can expect:









Sect/s


Reason/s
Support from (name other sects):


Opposition from:


Neutrality from:

GROUPS IN THE SUKKAH, 45 C.E.
SADDUCEES
The name of this group comes from the Hebrew word “Tz’dukim,” which was the name of the family of the High Priest during the first Temple period.  Sadducees were a religious and political group of priests, aristocrats and other wealthy members of Jewish society.  During the reign of the Hasmonean kings the Sadducess were very active in the Sanhedrin.  Among them were the priests who were responsible for the Temple ceremonies.  As the Jewish establishment, they saw the Temple as the only legitimate place of prayer for Jews, and accepted only the written law (Torah), and not the oral law, as authority.  There was great tension between the Sadducees and Pharisees because of their differences in beliefs and origins.  The Pharisees were seen as a threat to the leadership position of the Sadducees. 

PHARISEES
This name, from the Hebrew word “Perushim,” means “those who interpret (the Torah).”  Pharisees came from all parts of society and were the most popular, numerous group.  They were heirs to the traditions established by the scribes in Babylonia.  Pharisees believed that Torah was made up of both the written law (Torah) and a legitimate, auhoritative oral tradition.  An oral tradition allowed learned scholars to interpret the Torah, and thereby apply its principles and laws to each generation.  This interpretation could be done only according to a set of principles devised by the Pharisee leaders.  Learning and observance of Jewish law were very important.  The Pharisees also felt that the synagogue, in addition to the Temple in Jerusalem, could be used for prayer and celebration since God is everywhere, not just in the Temple as the Sadducees believed.  As long as their observance of Jewish law was not disturbed, Pharisees felt they could adapt to foreign domination.

ZEALOTS
(Hebrew Kanaiim) This group of Jews had similar beliefs to the Pharisees, but differed in their attitude toward the Roman (gentile) rulers.  In their opinion God was the only master and ruler of the Jewish people and therefore any obedience to gentile rulers, such as the payment of taxes, was comparable to idolatry.  Centered in the Galilee region of northern Judaea, The Zealots participated in guerilla tactics against the Romans in their attempt to maintain a Jewish state.

ESSENES
The origin of the name of this group is not known.  The Essenes isolated themselves in groups in the Judaean wilderness, only coming to Jerusalem to participate in Temple offerings of flour, oil and grain.  They did not participate in the other Temple sacrifices, feeling that they were the only true observers of Judaism.  Private possessions were forbidden and all work and possessions were shared by the group.  Much of their time was devoted to study and meditation and they were much stricter in observance of Jewish law than most other groups.  As a sign of the importance of ritual purity the Essenes wore white clothing, did not eat meat and often went to the mikvah (ritual bath used for purification).  Because of their strict, communal life style this group did not attract many new members.  They also did not allow women to be members of their community.  Those wanting to join had to undergo a rigorous probation period of two years before being accepted as a full member of the group. 

EGYPTIAN JEWS
After the Babylonian conquest of Judaea in 586 B.C.C., a Jewish community was established in Egypt.  By the time of the second Temple, (c. 515 BCE) the Egyptian Jewish community was quite large.  Jews lived in most major Egyptian cities and towns.  With the exception of religion the Egyptian Jews were fully integrated into the Hellenistic lifestyle of Egyptian society.  This meant that Jews spoke Greek, had full rights as citizens, and participated fully in business and government as well as in cultural and intellectual activities.  They had been granted religious autonomy and all Jewish community and religious affairs were conducted by their leaders in accordance with Jewish law.  Close ties were kept with the Jews in neighboring Judaea.   Annual contributions were sent to the Temple for its maintenance and the Egyptian Jews regarded Jewish leaders in Judaea as their spiritual leaders as well.  Many Egyptians and Greeks resented the fact that Jews were successful in business, tended to stick together, and had their own religion.  While by and large this was a good arrangement, violent anti-Jewish riots did break out in the first century C.E.

BABYLONIAN JEWS
Jews had been living in Babylonia since the time of the Assyrian and Babylonian conquests (722 and 586 BCE).  In the second century BCE, the Seleucid territory of Babylonia was conquered by a Persian people called the Parthians.  Throughout its existence  (second century BCE - 224 CE), the Parthian empire was in constant conflict with its neighbor, the Roman empire, for control and influence over this part of the world.  Sources indicated that the Aramaic speaking Babylonian Jews fared well under Parthian rule.  Jews were involved in all sorts of occupations such as agriculture, business, crafts, government 

service, and professions.  The Babylonian Jews looked to Jerusalem for religious leadership.  They accepted many of the rulings issued by the Jerusalem sages and sent some of their promising students to study in the religious academies in Judaea.  Those who were of financial means would journey to Jerusalem to celebrate the Jewish holidays with their fellow Jews.

AMEI HA’ARETZ
This is Hebrew expression which literally means “people of the land.”  This term was used by the rabbis to designate those Jews who lived during the period of the Second Temple who were lax in their religious observance.  This term was generally applied to lower class, uneducated Jews who included farmers, shepherds, artisans, traders, slaves and paupers.  Because of their lack of knowledge about Jewish law they were prone to violate many of the religious commandments.  (This is not to say that upper and middle class as well as educated Jews did not violate Jewish law!)  Because of their lower social, economic and religious standing in Jewish society during this period, there was growing resentment on the part of the Amei ha’aretz against the secular and religious leaders.

GENTILES
During this time, Jews made a concerted effort to introduce their pagan gentile neighbors to the teachings of Judaism.  Judaism, with its emphasis on a belief in one God, the study of Torah and the necessity of living a moral life, seemed to fill a spritual gap which was missing in the pagan religions.  Some of these pagan gentiles adopted Jewish customs such as resting on the Sabbath, lighting Sabbath candles, studying Jewish books and visiting the local synagogues.  In fact, Jewish religious leaders permitted gentiles to offer sacrifices in the Temple in Jerusalem.  A special area in the Temple compound, called the Court of the Gentiles, was designated for those gentiles who were curious and wanted to observe the Temple rituals.

	
	SOCIAL CLASS
	OCCUPATION
	PLACE OF  ORGIN
	NATIVE

LANGUAGE
	REASON FOR COMING TO JERUSALEM
	ATTITUDE TOWARD HELLENISTIC

CULTURE
	DEGREE OF RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE

	SADDUCEE
	Upper
	Priests Aristocrats
Wealthy Merchants
	Judea
	Hebrew
Greek 
Aramaic

	Religious
	Favorable
(With Reservations)
	Strict

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PHARISEE
	All Types
	All Types
	Judea
	Hebrew
Aramaic
	Religious
	Slightly Favorable (With
Reservations)

	Strict

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ESSENE
	Lived In A 
Classless
Community
	Agriculture
	Judea
(Away From Cities)
	Hebrew
Aramaic

	Religious
	Against
	Very Strict

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EGYPTIAN JEW
	All Types
	All Types
	Egypt And
North Africa

	Greek
	Religious
	No Opinion
	Strict


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BABYLONIAN

JEW
	All Types
	All Types
	Mesopotamia
	Aramaic
	Religious
	No Opinion
	Strict

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	AMEI HA’ARETZ
	Lower
	Generally
Agriculture
And Trades
	Galilee – Judea
	Aramaic
	Religious
	Against
	Strict - Lax

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ZEALOT
	`All Types
	All Types
	Galilee –
Judea
	Hebrew
Aramaic
	Religious
	Antagonistic
	Strict

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	GENTILE
	All Types
	All Types
	All Over The Roman Empire
	Native Language
Greek – Latin
	Curiosity
	Very Favorable
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